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SUIT-ARY  OF  EXAMINATION 
of 

MAUREEN  JOY  MARGARET  LAGNES3 

Formerly  a  stenographer  of  FIUYOi.  MINE,  Yala,  South  Siam 

now  at 

Vajiravudh  College,  BANGKOK,  BIAII. 

M.J.M.  MaONESS  havine  been  duly  sworn,  states:- 

I,  Maureen  Joynllargaret  I'AGWKSS,  am  23  years  of  age,  by  occupation 
a  stenographer  formerly  employee  by  the  Thailand  Tin  Mines  Ltd., 
and  living  at  the  FINYOK  LINE,  Yala,  SOUTH  SIAM  with  my  mother 
and  father,  and  at  present  living  at  Vajiravudh  College,  BANGKOK, 
SIAM. 

I  present  on  oath  the  statement  which  I  made  on  arrival  at  BANGKOK 
on  23  Julyt  1942 A  copy  of  this  report  was  sent  to  the  head 
office  of  ray  firm  in  LONDON •  I  was  an  internee  at  the  time,  and 
as  my  parents  were  to  my  certain  knowledge  murdered  by  SIAMESE 
Police  I  had  to  gloss  over  this  part  of  the  incident.  Apart  from 
this  I  certify  on  oath  that  my  report  is  correct  and  true  in  every 
I  detail.  )  I  see  it  marked  Exhibit  ''A11  and  attached  to  this  summary^} 
I  wish,  however,  now  slightly  to  amplify  various  details.  I 
have  NO  charge  to  make  against  either  Ilai  PRING  or  Nai  Pravine 
NANDIWONGSE.  I  am  unable  to  describe  the  first  four  Japanese 
soldiers  I  sow  on  10  Dec.  41.  Nai  ANA  is  now  working  in  tho  Thai 
State  Railway  department  in  BANGKOK,  He  was  very  good  to  me  and 
I  have  NO  charge  to  make  aguJnst  him.  The  two  Japanese  officers 
that  he  accompanied  against  his  wish  I  can  describe.  I  think  that 
one  of  them  was  a  Captain,  about  7  ft.  tall,  well  made,  wore 
glasses,  slightly  scholarly  stoop.  He  had  long  strAl&ht  block 
hair.  He  was  good-looking.  He  spoke  perfect  J'-aloy  in  which  he 
conversed  with  my  mother.  His  eyes  wore  NOT  pronouncedly  slit,  but 
were  round.  I  think  his  name  was  something  like  ANDO,  Tho 
second  officer  was  about  5ft  10  ir.s.  toll,  more  brcadly  built  than 
the  other  but  a  fine  physical  specimen.  He  wore  NO  glasses,  NO 
moustache  and  short  block  hair,  a  round  healthy  face,  small  eyes 
but  NOT  particularly  slanting.  He  was  a  Major  and  seemed  to  be 
in  charge,  I  did  hear  his  name  but  I  can  NOT  remember  it.  After 
we  had  been  shut  in  Kj*.  Van  der  STRAATF.h's  house  the  cars  which 
had  brought  them  drove  on  Southward  towards  BETOIJG.  and  we  never 
saw  these  two  again.  I  am  almost  certain  they  left  with  the  cars  a 
and  had  NO  concern  in  what  followed.  It  was  one  cf  these  two  who 
took  my  passport.  Of  the  Japanese  soldiers  who  guarded  us  in  Hr. 
Van  der  STRAATEN‘S  bungalow  there  were  so  many  who  were  changed  so 
frequently  that  I  can  NOT  describe  any  of  them  now.  The  Senior 
Japanese  officer  who  visited  us  on  11  Dec.  41  was  ugly,  short  and 
fat,  about  5  ft  4  ins  tall,  cleanshaven,  without  glasses,  natural 
teeth,  fat  round  face.  I  do  NOT  know  his  name.  The  interpreter 
was  Just  an  "ordinary  Jap"  to  look  at  end  spoke  very  poor  English 
but  in  an  English  accent.  The  grenade  was  thrown  into  the  room  by 
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Jepanese  who  came  in  the  truck  that  brought  the  Indian  PW,  NOT 
the  normal  guards.  The  truck  came  from  the  direction  of  YALA.  I 
do  NOT  know  which  Japanese  did  the  shooting  and  beyonetting. 

Among  the  Siamese  who  came  into  the  bungalow  to 
look  after  the  bomb  was  thrown  was  "Dr”  SANNAT.  He  was  the  one 
who  took  my  watch.  I  did  NOT  recognise  the  others.  After  SANK AT 
had  looted  me  he  was  the  one  who  carried  me  away  to  the  other 
bungalow  and  finally  to  the  hut.  I  now  wish  to  mate  quite  clear 
how  imr  mother  and  father  and  Ur.  THOMAS  were  killed  as  far  as  I 
was  able  to  observe.  About  eight  Siamese  Police  whom  I  mention 
as  finally  coming  into  my  hut  were  responsible.  There  can  be  NO 
doubt  about  this.  There  was  NO  one  else  about  at  the  time.  I 
heard  them  pass  my  hut  in  the  direction  of  the  bungalow  where 
the  incident  took  place.  After  exactly  tho  time  it  would  take 
to  get  from  my  hut  to  the  bungalow  I  heard  the  first  shot  and  the 
cry  of  pain.  After  the  time  it  would  take  to  cross  the  road  from 
this  bungalow  to  the  other  where  ny  parents  were  I  heard  the 
second  and  third  shots.  It  was  immediately  after  that  that  I 
heard  the  same  Siamese  voices  coming  back.  The  jarty  then  came 
into  ray  room,  all  carrying  rifles.  There  can  be  NO  doubt  that 
one  or  more  of  them  had  committed  the  three  murders  and  that  the 
remainder  were  accessories.  Even  if  there  could  be  any  doubt  at 
that  deserted  time  end  place  "Dh"  SANNAT  was  an  eye-witness  of 
the  shooting  at  least  of  my  parents,  and  described  to  me  later 
exactly  how  my  mother  died,  i.e.  lying  on  the  ground  with  her 
hands  clasped  as  in  prayer  and  pleading  for  her  life  and  entreat¬ 
ing  them  to  look  for  and  succour  me.  Also  he  told  me  that  she 
was  shot  clean  through  the  head.  She,  he  said,  was  shot  first, 
and  afterwards  my  father.  I  do  NOT  consider  such  meticulous 
circumstantial  detail  could  be  a  mere  invention,  and  further  the 
men,  who  had  already  passed  ray  hut  would  NOT  have  come  in 
unless  they  had  been  told  by  someone  that  I  was  there,  and  it 
could  only  have  been  her*  I  do  NOT  know  where  "DR"  SANNAT  is  to 
be  found  now  but  I  can  describe  him  and  recognise  him  easily. 

He  was  about  5  ft  5  ins.  tall,  slim,  fairly  well-developed, 
long  black  hair  but  a  skin  light  for  a  Siamese,  cleanshaven,  no 
glasses,  natural  teeth.  Speaks  a  little  English,  was  a  Convict 
in  the  penal  settlement  at  the  time.  They  should  know  where  to 
find  him  now,  Nai  CHUN  I  can  describe  a  little.  He  was  very 
small,  thin,  neat,  very  dark  hair,  cleanshaven,  no  glasses,  na¬ 
tural  teeth,  wearing  a  Police  Uniform,  speaks  Malay  well.  I  do 
NOT  know  where  he  is  now.  I  have  seen  a  sketch-plan  marked 
Exhibit  "B"  and  attached  to  this  summary.  I  certify  it  to  be  a 
good  approximation  of  the  layout  except  that  the  bungalow  marked 
Cl)  in  the  plan  is  where  the  incident  took  place,  Nai  Pasedo 
PIEV;  whom  I  mention  in  16  Dec.  41  admittod  to  me  later  that  he 
was  in  the  truck  that  brought  the  Japanese  at  the  time  of  the 
explosion.  He  is  tall  (about  5ft  10  ins)  thin,  cleanshaven,  no 
glasses,  very  big  teeth  in  a  very  protruding  mouth.  He  was 
senior  warder  of  the  penal  settlement  at  TANICOM.  I  do  HOT  know 
where  he  is  now, 

(signed)  li.  J.  Magness 
(LI.  J.  LIAGNESS) 


PURL :  http  ://w w w.  legal- tools .  org/doc/6cd2b9/ 


Evidentiary  Document  No.  5156. 


ESf.P  .V 


SWORN  before  me  (signed)  Lt.  Col.,  an  officer  of  the  F. 

(C.A.  de  M.R.  PIERCE)  Royal  Irish  Fusiliers  this 
eighth  day  of  January,  1946..  Decile.}  to  examine  the  above 
by  the  Commander-In-Chief,  Allied  Land  Forces,  South-East-Asia . 

(Authoiity:-  ALFSEA  War  Crimes  Instruction  No.  1  Para.  7) 


/exhibit  "A"  7 


I 
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12SBJJSlfeEiU12i l  -  HP  /.PKIL,  194^; 

_  _  _ _ .4^,7]  Wo  heard  a  broadcast  from  Singapore  about 

7.30  am  of  the  sudden  Japanese  attack  on  Kota  Baru,  north-east  of 
the  Malay  Peninsula  and  of  the  invasion  of  Thailand  at  Singora 
and  Pattani.  ("We ,  the  employees  of  Thailand  Tin  Mines  were  advised 
to  get  ready  to  leave.  At  approximately  2  p.m.  we  were  told  to 
leave.  In  one  of  the  Company’s  lorries  a  party  of  3  women  and  4 
men  left  for  the  Eetong  border  while  the  rest  remained  behind  to 
look  after  the  pleceTj  Among  those  who  left  were  Mrs.  Jeavons, 
iTessrs.  Frances,  Roschke  and  barren,  Mr .  and  Mrs  Uagness  and  self. 
As  we  passed  by  Kampong  Teh  we  picked  up  ii*'.  and  Mrs,  Van  der 
Straaten  and  Hr,  Kitts  v.'hJLTere  residents  of  the  place  and  who 
wanted  to  get  away  tooc  \JYe  continued  c.ur  journey  and  about  half 
way  through  we  were  detained  by  two  Thai  officials.  Nai  Prlng  and 
Nai  Pravine  Nandwongse.  They  strongly  advised  us  to  return  as 
thero  was  fighting  at  the  Beton  borderland  were  also  on  tho  point 
of  commandeering  our  lorry.  We  spent  some  minutes  hesitating  as 
wo  did  not  know  whether  to  believe  them  or  not,  however  & 
returned  to  Kampong  Toh  and  stayed  with  Hr.  Stratford,  who  was 
.^tanager  there .  1  Very  late  in  the  evening  Hr.  Butler-Jones  ani  Dr. 
Rozenberg  turned  up  to  got  what  information  they  could  with  the 
intention  of  returning  immediately  they  had  any  news.  They  had 
brought  with  them  all  the  private  books  and  files  of  the  Company. 

As  they  received  no  news  they  remained  with  us  and  that  made  12 
altogether,  namely:- 


Hr.  Butler-Jones 
Hr.  Francis 
Hr .  Roschke 
Hr •  Stratford 
Dr.  Rozenberg 
Mr.  Kitts 


Mr.  Van  dor  Straaten 
Mrs.  Van  der  Straaten 
Mrs.  Jeavrns 
Hr.  Ma grip ss 
Mrs,  Magness 
Miss  Meg ness 


Mr.  Stratford's  oook  who  was  still  with  him 
prepared  a  very  good  dlnngj?  for  us  thetnight  which  we  had  with  the 
help  of  a  candle  light.  CJiat  seme  nigr.t  we  were  put  under  Thai 
guard.  They  were  just  civilians  armed  with  long  swords  or  long 
knives.  Our  movements  were  restricted  and  all  electrical  and  water 
supplies  were  cut  offTJ  And  all  night  long  lorries  continually 
TJSssed  by  with  The  T '“evacuees  from  the  Betong  border.  We  spent  a 
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night  end  a  day  here . 


9th  December.  1941;  About  9.30  p.n.  a  batch  of  Thai  police 

cane  along  and  took  us  back  to  Piny o^J~ [  We  were  put  into  a  bus 
which  had  side -screens  in  order  to  prevent  us  from  being  seen.  We 
arrived  at  Pinyok  at  about  1.30  a.m.  and  found  that  several  people 
from  surrounding  nines  had  voluntarily  come  to  live  with  the  member 
of  our  Company  who  had  stayed  behind,  iJn  all  we  were  27  people 
and  we  were  forced  to  live  in  two  bungalows,  9  in  one  and  18  in 
the  othorj^ 


|ll0th  December.  1941~:^  Several  Japanese  military  buses  passed 
along  the  road  helow  our  bungalows  end  we  wore  made  to  understand 
by  a  Thai  Police  officer  that  we  were  under  Thai  custody  so  we 

3  re  advised  to  remain  in  doors  and  fasten  ell  doors  and  windows, 
were  all  taken  to  the  Assistant  l.anagcr's  bungalow  early  in 
e  morningTj  As  soon  as  we  were  indoors  a  Japanes  plane  came 
scouting  over  the  place  and  at  about  9*a«m.  we  were  divided  into 
two  groups,  some  were  in  the  kitchen,  behind  the  house,  preparing 
breakfast  and  the  others  were  in  the  living  room.  All  electricity 
and  water  supply  were  cut  off.  Thenl^uddenly  there  was  a  knock 
on  the  door  end  a  voice  said  "Hullo,  Hullot"  Ur.  Peters  one  of 
our  party  opened  the  door  and  we  were  immediately  confronted 
by  4  Japanese  soldiers^}  Three  of  then  had  fixed  bayonets  and 
~^he  other  held  2  pist<5ls.  With  our  hands  held  up  we  were  ordered 
outside  the  bungalow  and  once  outside  we  were  searched.  After  the 
|  search  a  pistol  shot  was  fired  into  the  air  and^we  were  afterwards 
I  marched  down  to  Tengading  village  still  with  hands  raisejQ  All 
along  the  way  they  threatened  to  shoot  us.  However,  whelT  we 
arrived  at  the  village  we  were  told  to  sit  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  with  the  village  mob  gazing  at  us.  One  of  the  Japanese 
soldiers  was  about  to  fasten  our  hands  together  with  rope  when 
one  of  his  officers  told  him  it  was  unnecessary. 


About  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  rest  of  our 
party  who  were  in  the  kitchen  preparing  breakfast  and  whom  we 
thought  had  been  overlooked  arrived  at  the  village  in  a  bus. 

Among  then  were  my  parents.  They  had  been  arrested  by  two 
Japanese  officers  accompanied  by  Nai  Ana  a  Thai  Official  of  the 
Thai  State  Railways.  They  hod  been  allowed  to  collect  their 
belongings  before  leaving,  but  had  found  that  their  suit-cases 
had  been  burst  open  and  looted  and  everything  in  confusion.  After 

Four  passports  had  beeii  taken  away  from  us  by  a  Japanese  officer 

we  were  put  into  a  bu]f)  similar  to  the  other  one  [[and  we  set  off _ 

under  armed  Japanese^guard  and  a  few  buses  with  ^Japanese  troops,] 
We  stopped  for  a  while  at  Tanicom,  the  Convict  Settlement  when  a 
few  Thai  officials  ceme^  up  with  glasses  of  water.  We  then 
|  continued  our  journey punt 11  we  arrived  at  Kempong  Toh  where  we 
I  were  told  to  get  off  and  were  put  into  the  house  of  hr.  Van  der 
!  StraatenTU  Wo  were  then  told  by  one  of  the  Japanese  officers  that 
we  were  to  remain  here  for  the  duration  of  the  war  and  if  any  of 
us  attempted  an  escape  the  whole  lot  of  us  would  be  disposed  of. 
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We  were  allowed  to  remain  only  in  the  sitting-room  and  for  sleepin 
had  mattresses  laid  on  the  floor.  An  oil  lamp  was  all  we  had  for 
the  nlghtt  while  2  Japanese  guards  with  fixed  bayonets  were 
stationed  in  the  room.  The  Japanese  soldiers  were  unable  to 
supply  us  with  any  food  and  we  also  had  no  water.  Fortunately 
for  us  Hr.  Van  der  Straaten*  s  cook  and  boy  who  were  still  living 
at  the  bungalow,  cooked  for  us  whatever  they  could  get  and  Hr. 
Peters  was  allowed  on  two  occasions  to  go  to  the  nearest  village 
under  Japanese  guard  to  buy  us  food.  But  every  time  he  returned 

with  hardly  anything  at  all  the  shops  had  been  looted  or  shut 

and  when  he  tried  to  get  some  from  the  other  Pinyok  Mine 
bungalows  he  saw  the  Thai  Police  helping  themselves  to  drinks 
and  they  refused  to  let  him  take  away  anything.  The  Japanese  else 

made  an  appeal  to  the  Penal  Colony  to  supply  us  with  rice,  but 

they  replied  that  they  had  only  sufficient  for  their  own  needs. 


There  were  27  of  us  altogether.  Those  from 
Pinyok  Hine  were:- 


Mr.  Eutler- Jones 

it  •  De  Boer 

Mr  •  Donnelly 

Mr.  Peters 

Mr.  Francis 

Mr.  Chambers 

Mr  •  Bailey 

Mr.  Olsson 

Hr.  Macfarlane 

Mr.  Larsen 

Mr .  Thoma  s 

Mr.  Lagness 

Mr .  Loschke 

Mrs,  Magness 

Mr.  Lamb 

Miss  Magness 

Dr.  Rozenberg 

Mrs.  Jeavons 

From  the  surrounding 

mines  were:- 

Hr.  Stratford 

Hr.  Cragie 

Mr •  Kitts 

Mr.  Edmonds 

Mr.  Van  der  Straaten 

Mr.  Holt 

Mrs.  Van  der  Straaten 

Mr .  Moore 

Mr .  Cummins 

11th  December.  1941:  A  senior  Japanese  officer  accompanied  by 

his  staff  and  an  interpreter  visited  us.  He  made  a  long  speech  in 
Japanese  which  was  interpreted  to  us  ,gnd  concluded  it  by  saying 
that  all  Britishers  would  be  executed/^  One  of  our  party,  Mr. 

Holt,  took  fright  and  feinted.  The  Japanese  officer  then  ordered 
the  5  neutrals  who  were  with  us  to  move  into  the  annex  and  were 
not  allowed  to  converse  with  the  rest.  They  were  namely 


Dr.  hozenberg  (Polish) 

Lir.  Olsson  (Swedish) 

Mr .  Larsen  (Norwegian) 

Mr.  Lamb  (Danish) 

Mr.  Roschke  (Danish) 


When  they  left  we  waited  anxiously,  for  what  seemed  to  be  hours, 
expecting  that  we  should  be  killed.  But  as  nothing  happened  we 
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decided  that  the  interpreter  had  mede  a  mistake  in  his  interpreta¬ 
tion. 


12th  December f  1941:  We  had  only  one  Japanese  soldier  on 

guard  duty  in  the  room.  Ey  this  time  they  showed  more  considera¬ 
tion  towards  us  as  they  realised  that  we  had  no  intention  of 
attempting  an  escape.  One  of  the  Japanese  soldiers  brought  us 
some  cigarettes  and  another  played  ping-pong  with  one  of  our  men, 
hr.  Chambers. 


Somewhere  about  noon  the  5  neutrals  were 
taken  away  and  put  Tn  a  similar  bungalow  almost  opposite  the 
one  we  were  in.  We  did  not  see  them  again  and  according  to 


information  received  they  were  last  seen  on  the  Betong  road 
pushing  a  Japanese  lorry.  At  about  6  p.m.  we  had  our  last 


ration  of  soup  made  from  the  bones  of  a  goose  we  had  had  the  day 
!  before  and©  about  7  o'clock  we  settled  down  for  the  night. 

Suddenly,  about  one  hour  later  while  we  were  talking  our  attention 
was  arrested  by  quick  heavy  footsteps  up  the  back  stairs,  and 
eight  Indian  soldiers  who  were  captured  by  the  Japanese  were 
pushed  into  the  room.J  We  were  unable  to  converse  with  them  as 
none  of  them  could  speak  English.  Ur.  CHAMBERS,  who  understood 


a  little  Hindustani  tried  to  get  sote  information  from  them,  but 
all  they  said  was  "We  British'.".  We  then  passed  a  few  very 
uncomfortable  minutes,  hone  of  us  dared  move  but  we  waited  and 
watched  for  what  was  to  come  next.  [Suddenly  one  of  the  Japanese 
Soldiers  threw  a  hand-grenade  which  exploded  somewhere  in  the 
middle  of  the  room  where  the  eight  Indian  soldiers  were  huddled 
together.  As  a  result  of  the  explosion  the  lamp  went  out,  and 
some  of  the  Indian  soldiers  were  instantaneously  killed  or 
wounded.  In  the  darkness  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  who 
had  been  killed  and  who  injured.  Several  of  the  internees  then 
hastened  towards  more  protected  positions  while  some  made  for  the 
|  windows  and  jumped  from  a  Might  of  15-18  feet,  I  was  about  to 
do  the  same  but  I  felt  I  could  NOT  move  my  left  leg  which  gradually 
began  to  get  numb,  and  with  fright  I  cried  "Oh  my  leg,  my  legt" 
With  great  difficulty,  however,  I  managed  to  drag  mysolf  to  a 
more  protected  corner  of  the  room  and  remained  huddled  among  some 
of  my  fellow  internees.  A  few  minutes  later  two  Japanese  soldiers 
came  up  again.  While  one  flashed  a  torch  at  us  the  other  fired 
what  seemed  to  be  a  light  automatic  gun  at  us.  Almost  immediately 
after  this  another  Japanese  soldier  came  up  and  stabbed  the  people 
lying  on  the  floor  with  his  bayonet.  Fortunately  for  me  I  had 
one  or  two  people  on  top  of  me,  and  that  saved  me  from  the  bayonet. 
They  then  took  flight  in  a  lorry  waiting  for  them  outside.  After 
they  had  gone  I  called  out  to  my  parents.  Ly  mother  was  severely 
wounded  and  was  unable  to  move,  while  my  father  crawled  to.  my 

| _ aid.  Those  who  were  unhurt  said  they  would  go  and  get  help] as 

tKey  felt  that  the  Japanese  soldiers  did  this  because  of  the 
British  advance.  Two  of  them  remained  behind  to  help  those  that 
were  wounded  but  found  it  very  difficult  as  there  was  NO  light. 

One  of  them  I  recognised  to  be  UR.  CHAMBERS.  Then  both  of  them 
left  and  I  did  not  see  them  again.  £1  found  that  I  had  become  very 
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1  weak  from  haemorrhage  from  a  bed  wound  in  my  left  hip  which  left 
me  unable  to  walk,  llr .  BUTLER -JONES,  who  was  beside  me.  had  a 
bullet  in  his  belly  and  was  making  the  most  dreadful  noises.  He 
passed  away  after  a  few  minutes,  Mrs.  JEAVONS  who  was  on  the 
other  side  of  me  had  been  killed  by  the  hand-grenade,  Mr.  THOMAS 
|  was  also  badly  wounded  and  unable  to  move  at  all,  ^ 

Ey  this  time  I  had  become  exhausted  from  loss  of 
blood  and  the  pain  in  my  leg  was  very  severe  so  I  was  about  to 
dose  off  when  footsteps  arrested  my  attention.  A  bateh  of 
Thais  carrying  lanterns  and  torches  came  up,  some  were  dressed 
in  the  Thai  Police  uniform  while  others  were  in  ordinary 
civilian  clothes  but  every  one  of  them  seemed  to  be  well-armed 
with  either  a  gun  a  sword  or  a  knife.  As  soon  as  they  came  into 
the  bungalow  they  kicked  aside  the  corpses  and  commenced  looting. 
One  of  them  pulled  my  watch  off  my  wrist.  They  left  when  they 
had  completed  their  looting  but  one  of  them  stayed  behind.  He 
came  up  to  me  and  felt  my  pulse  and  when  he  found  that  I  was  still 
alive  he  tried  to  look  for  my  wounds  with  the  help  of  a  torch. 

He  finally  decided  it  wasn't  safe  for  me  to  remain  in  the  bungalow 
for  fear  the  Japanese  soldiers  might  return,  so  he  offered  to  help 
me  out.  Fortunately  enough  Mr.  CNAIGE,  who  had  escaped  unhurt 
,  and  had  gone  to  get  help  returned  at  that  moment.  f?>o  with  the 
>  help  of  the  Thai  I  was  carried  out  of  the  bungalow 'while  ny 
mother  wes  carried  by  Hr.  CRAIGE,  Mr.  BAILEY  and  my  father 
•  followed  slowly  behind.  As  far  as  I  know  the  only  living  person 
left  behind  in  the  bungalow  was  Mh.  THOi-AS  who  was  too  badly 
wounded  to  be  moved.  We  proceeded  to  the  bungalow  on  the  other 
side  of  the  roadj almost  opposite  the  bungalow  where  the  incident 
r  occurred,  and  remained  under  the  house  while  deciding  our  next 
move.  Mr.  BAILEY  who  wore  a  white  shirt  took  it  off  in  case  he 
might  be  seen.  Mr.  ChAIGL  left  us  for  what  reason  I  don't  know 
end  we  did  LOT  see  him  again.  After  some  time  the  Thai  decided 
to  remove  us  to  his  house.  But  as  both  my  father  end  Mr.  BAILEY 
were  unable  to  help  my  mother  along  as  they  were  both  by  this  time 
very  weak,  the  Thai  decided  to  take  me  along  first  and  then  come 
back  for  the  others.  So  after  a  very  trying  effort  I  got  on  his 
bock  and  we  had  scarcely  gone  a  few  yards  when  wc  saw  a  group  of 
men  approaching  us.  He  helped  me  down  into  a  ditch  by  the  road¬ 
side  while  he  stood  to  wait  till  they  passed.  Fortunately  they 
were  Thai  civilians.  They  were  very  sympathetic  when  they^Jieard 
that  I  was  badly  wounded  and  offered  to  help  protect  me.  i_Xs 
daylight  was  approaching  and  my  rescuer  could  go  no  further'we  got 
into  the  first  hut  we  came  by  which  wasn't  far  from  the  bungalow 
where  I  left  my  father  and  mother.  I  begged  him  to  fetch  my 
parents,  but  he  said  it  was  too  late  as  he  had  to  go  and  get 
rid  of  his  clothes  as  they  were  all  covered  with  blood  from  my 
wounds.  So  ell  went  except  one  who  appeared  to  be  very  dangerous. 
Shortly  after  dawn  I  heard  some  men  talking  Thai  pass  my  hut 
and  going  in  the  direction  of  the  bungalows.  I  did  NOT  see 
them  but  a  few  minutes  afterwards  I  heard  a  shot  fired  and  also 
a  loud  cry  of  a  man  in  pain.  I  remembered  then  that  Mr.  THOMAS 
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i  was  still  alive  when  we  left  him  and  recognised  the  cry  as  being 

[  his  and  NO  doubt  caused  by  the  bullet  that  was  fired  at  him. 

After  an  interval  of  about  seven  minutes  I  heard  another  two 
shots  fired,  and  Judging  from  the  direction  of  the  sound  I  knew 
It  to  be  at  my  parents.*  Nevertheless  there  was  nothing  I  could 
do  so  I  Just  waited  wft'h  fear.  The  Thci  who  was  with  me  ran  away 
with  fright.  I  could  NOT  conceal  myself  as  I  couldn't  move, 
rnd  felt  that  my  end  was  soon  to  come.  Then  I  heard  those  Thai 
voices  onco  again,  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  bungalows, 
and  becoming  louder  and  louder  until  eventually  they  came  into 
my  hut.  I  was  shocked  to  see  that  they  were  Thai  Policemen. 

They  questioned  me  in  Thai,  but  I  did  NOT  understand  them.  I 
Just  wept  and  pleaded  for  help.  The  one  of  them,  who  wqs  rather 
smell  in  stature  and  who  was  colled  Hai  CHUN,  came  up  and  spoke  to 
me  in  MALAY  which  language  I  knew  fairly  well  and  I  lied  to  him 
thet  I  was  a  Thai.  He  then  said  that  he  hod  formerly  been  a 
clerk  in  the  Amphur's  office  at  BETONG,  and  would  do  all  he  could 
to  help  me.  Meanwhile  one  of  them  brought  a  stretcher  and  very 
carefully  carried  me  and  laid  me  on  it.  Part  of  the  hut  was 
pulled  down  to  get  my  stretcher  out.  A  party  of  six  Thai 
civilians  carried  my  stretcher  while  the  Thai  Policemen  guarded 
all  round  and  whielded  me  frota  the  sun.  They  walked  about  half 
a  mile  before  they  reached  their  quarters.  As  soon  os  we 
arrived  they  took  me  into  their  hut,  pieced  me  on  a  bed  which  had 
two  mattresses  and  immediately  commenced  attending  to  my  wounds. 
Two  policemen  held  me  down  and  another  washed  my  wounds  with 
warm  water  and  cotton  swobs.  I  had  four  wounds  ell  on  the  left 
leg.  Soon  after  the  dressing  was  finished  I  saw  Mr.  Macfarlane 
in  the  custody  of  a  Thai  Policeman  pass  the  door  of  the  hut  where 
I  was  lying.  A  few  minutes  afterwards  a  Police  Captain  named 
Khun  Somnuk  arrived  with  a  Thai  dresser  who  went  under  the  name 
of  "Dr"  SANNAT.  He  (the  dresser)  rewashed  my  wounds  and  drew 
out  two  pieces  of  shrapnel  from  the  wound  below  the  left  hip. 
Whilst  attending  to  my  wounds  he  told  me  thet  it  was  he  who  had 
rescued  me  from  the  bungalow.  Khun  SOMNUK  then  arranged  to  have 
me  removed  to  TAN I COM,  the  penal  colony.  He  spoke  excellent 
English  and  assured  me  that  every  precaution  would  be  taken  for 
my  safety. 


I  spent  two  days  with  the  Police,  during  which 
time  I  was  very  carefully  looked  after.  I  had  my  meals  twice  a 
day  which  consisted  of  fried  chicken  end  rice,  end  my  drinking 
water  was  always  boiled  first.  I  had  NO  clothes  except  what  I 
had  on.  The  lower  part  of  my  frock  was  torn  off  as  it  was  all 
smeared  with  blood  and  I  was  given  an  old  blanket  to  cover  myself 
with.  During  these  two  days  I  did  NOT  sleep  a  wink  as  the  pain 
in  my  leg  was  too  severe, 

l6th  December.  1941:  Somewhere  about  3  p.m.  I  was  removed 

from  the  Police  hut.  I  was  carried  on  a  stretcher  and  covered 
with  blankets  from  heed  to  toe  as  there  were  many  Japanese  soldier 
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near  by  and  they  were  afraid  of  my  being  soen0  My  stretcher  was 
then  put  on  a  lorry  and  surrounded  by  several  Thai  civilians  and 
about  half  a  dozen  Police.  At  about  5  p.m.  we  arrived  at  TANICOK 
and  I  was  taken  to  the  house  of  i.'ai  Pasede  PIEW,  A  woman  who 
lived  with  him  and  v.hom  I  understood  as  his  servant  nursed  me  and 
was  very  kind  to  me .  I  also  had  regular  visits  from  "Dr.”  SAKi'.AT 
,  who  dressed  my  wounds_twice  e  day,  and  also  gave  me  two  anti- 

,  tetanus  injections.  ]For  2^  months  I  was  unable  to  walk  and  for 

I  one  month  I  had  to  lie  in  the  same  position  (on  my  right  side). 

,  After  2$  months  I  was  able  to  walk  with  the  help  of  e  walking - 

i  stick.  Hy  left  hip  wastilted  very  bedly  and  I  could  NOT  put  my 
left  heel  on  the  ground?}  During  my  stay  here,  which  was  three 
'months,  I  was  frequently  visited  by  the  Amphur  of  the  district 
and  several  Thai  Police  officials,  two  of  whom  took  a  report  of 
my  experiences.  Major  KEED,  head  of  the  police  at  SETANG,  YALA, 
visited  me  once. 

18th  Kerch,  1942.  Under  Police  guard  I  was  taken  down  to  SETANG, 
YALA,  in  a  bus  and  was  put  in  the  care  of  a  Police  Ceptain.  Both 
the  Captain  and  his  wife  were  very  kind  to  me  and  gave  me  the  very 
best  attention.  When  I  arrived  here  I  was  pleased  to  see  Messrs. 
BAILEY,  KACFAlxLAKE,  JURE,  EDMONDS  and  DAWSON,  four  of  whom  I  knew, 

10th  lbrch.  1942:  The  seven  of  us  left  SETANG  for  BANGKOK 

under  Thai  Police  guard  with  Major  KEED  and  his  wife,  the  Governor 
of  YALA  and  his  wife,  the  Governor  of  FATTANI,  a  dresser  to  attend 
to  the  wounds  of  the  wounded  men.  Y/e  hod  one  of  the  3rd.  class 
carriages  to  ourselves  with  Police  on  guard  at  either  end.  Wo 
travelled  by  day  and  put  up  at  rest  houses  during  the  night.  On 
three  occasions,  however,  Japanese  soldiers  tried  to  take  us  away, 
but  liejor  KEED  was  very  firm  and  produced  a  special  Japanese 
passport  and  they  left  us  alone.  The  Journey  was  very  tedious  and 
took  five  days.  At  about  10.30  p.m.  on  April  3rd  we  arrived  in 
BANGKOK.  On  arriving  the  Governor  of  YALA  very  kindly  donated 
Ticels  30/-  to  be  divided  among  the  six  men,  while  his  wife  made 
me  a  present  of  Ticels  10/-. 

Y/e  were  put  into  a  military  bus  end  brought  to 
the  internment  camp.  I  had  with  me  a  small  suitcase  of  clothes 
given  mo  by  two  Thai  officials.  I  was  only  able  to  walk  with  the 
help  of  a  walking-stick. 

4th  Acrll .  1942 :  I  was  taken  to  the  ChULALONGKOLN  Memorial  Hosp- 
itel  end  was  examined  by  Dr.  SALAK  and  had  an  X-Ray  photo  taken. 

I  then  returned  to  camp  to  await  results.  It  happened  to  be  an 
impacted  fracture,  end  I  was  told  to  go  to  Hospital  for  further 
treatment. 
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I  stayed  in  Hospital  for  seven  weeks  and  had 
very  good  attention  from  the  Doctor,  Matron  and  Nurses.  I  was 
able  to  rid  myself  of  the  walking  stick,  though  I  still  hove  a 
very  pronounced  limp*  and  have  to  go  to  hospital  now  end  again 
for  further  treatment* 


23rd.  July,  1942. 


(Signed)  Maureen  J.  liAGNESS 
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